
Minutes of the Meeting of the Old Cryptians’ Club
Held in the John and Joan Cooke Centre on Monday 17th January 2011 at 7pm.
Present: Eric Stephens (president), Ivor Smith, Matthew Cass, Derek Howell, Peter Hobbs, Michael Beard, Damian Atkinson, Robert Timms, John Mitchell, John Hughes, Paul James, John Goodridge, Clive Thomas, Richard Browning and Howard Allen.

Apologies: The Headmaster.

The president extended a warm welcome to the meeting to Sue Wales, the PA to the Headmaster. Sue had been invited to the meeting for the receipt of her recommendations on the recruitment of new members to the OCC from the School Leavers.

1. Minutes of the Meeting on 13th September 2010

These were accepted and approved as a true record by those present and duly signed by the president.

2. Matters Arising

There were none other than those that would appear on the agenda.

3. Recruitment of new members of the OCC

Please see the attached Minute on this item of the agenda.

      4.   Discover DeCrypt

Further to correspondence between the secretary, Paul James and the project team an invitation had been received for a representative of the Club to sit on the Advisory Panel.

Paul James was unanimously elected to serve as the representative of the OCC on the Advisory Panel. This will meet 3 or 4 times per year and Paul will keep the committee briefed of the plans for the refurbishment of St Mary de Crypt, including the Crypt Schoolroom.

5. President’s Items of Business

The president spoke warmly of his enjoyment of the Annual Dinner at Pembroke College. He stated that it was a fine social occasion and he looked forward to the dinner in 2012 when hopefully the full range of facilities, including the bar, would be available to Old Cryptians. 

6. Report from the Headmaster

Copies of a most informative written report from the Headmaster were circulated. The president commended and congratulated the Headmaster on the fine results of the students in GCSE and A level. He also spoke of his enjoyment of and commended the excellent quality the choir and members of the orchestra at the School’s Service of Nine Lessons and Carols in St Mary de Crypt in December 2010.

7. Report from the Treasurer

 Balances were:  Current Account £ 5468.29. C+G Account  £7222.21.

Since the last meeting in September 2010 there had been minimal expenditure other than a payment to the School towards the costs of the ‘ The Cryptian’ of July 2010.

The treasurer reported that annual subscriptions from 187 Old Cryptians had been received via Standing Orders. The income from this source to date was £2332.00.
It was agreed that the ‘Cryptian’ would not be made available to Cryptians who had not paid the full annual subscription of £20.

8. Report from Chairman of Centennial Bursary Fund

The chairman indicated that he would send shortly to committee a statement of the current financial balances. He indicated that 2010 had been an indifferent year for the fund with poor rates of interest and no additional funds from donors. 

The chairman would be sending out letters to current donors urging them to renew or increase the scale of their financial commitment to the Bursary Fund. He also spoke of the value of a codicil clause in a Will as a most appropriate source of further income to the fund.

The chairman invited members of committee to speak with him if they wished to serve as Trustees of the Bursary scheme beyond the AGM of 2011.

There had been no awards made to students in 2010. It was hoped that interviews would be arranged in the School in the Spring Term of 2011. The secretary undertook to consult the Headmaster.

9. The Cryptian July 2011

Agreed: the Club would pay £1500 towards the production costs of this edition.  

The editor appealed for articles from members of committee for this issue.

Agreed: Alternative means for the distribution of the ‘The Cryptian’ to members e.g. electronic - will be investigated. The secretary undertook to seek the views of members in this case.

NB]. The committee underwrote the costs of a replacement of the Barton Shield. 

Agreed: the committee did not wish for the title for the shield to be changed.

but the committee would be most pleased to consider a financial input to the costs of the provision of an additional trophy that may bear the name of a person deemed by he Headmaster, for example, to have made signal contributions to the life of the School.

         10.  AGM and Annual Dinner

The AGM will be held in the John and Joan Cooke Centre on Saturday 26th March 2011 at 5.15pm.

The Annual Dinner will be held in the School Hall. 6.30 for 7pm.

The chief Guest will be Chris Goscombe (1972-79). 

Agreed: 

*This will be declared a “priority Decade Dinner” for the generation of the 1970s.

*There will be a three course meal @ £20.00. The catering contract will be Regency Catering as in recent years.

*The CSA will provide the bar facility from 6pm to 10.30pm. This will enable members and their partners to gather in a social context after the formal part of the evening.

*The guests of the Club will be the Headmaster, the President and Chairman of the OCRFC, the Captain of School and the Captain of Rugby.

*There will be a Raffle with prizes presented by messr Thomas (tickets for Everyman Theatre), Timms (costs of an MOT), Hughes and Browning (bottles of wine) and the OCC (£25). 

*Cost of Raffle tickets: £1 per ticket or £5 per strip. 

*John Hughes will be the administrator for the Raffle.

*The Annual Ladies’ Dinner will be held at the Richmond Retirement Village in Painswick. 

*The Dinner will be advertised in the ‘Citizen’, on the Club’s website, on posters placed in the School and OCRFC and Steve Knibbs of BBC West will be asked to give the Dinner a mention.

9. Office of President and vice-president for 2011/2012

The nominations to the AGM in March 2011 were made as follows:

President;  Ivor Smith.

Proposer: John Mitchell. Seconder: John Hughes.

Vice-president: Clive Thomas.

Proposer: Eric Stephens. Seconder: Michael Beard.

             The committee unanimously approved these nominations.

10. Committee Nominations to AGM of Life Membership of the Club and Honorary Membership

            Life Membership: Clive Thomas. 

Proposer: Howard Allen. Seconder. Matthew Cass.

Life Membership: Jill Harvey.

Proposer:Peter Hobbs. Seconder: John Hughes.

Honorary Membership: Martin Askham.

Proposer: Howard Allen. Seconder: Howard Allen.

These nominations were unanimously approved.

11. Calendar 2011

Founders’ Day will be on Thursday 30th June 2011. 

The annual golf competition will be played at Rodway Hill GC, Highnam, in the morning. The Founders’ Day Supper will be held in the Masonic Hall, Cross Keys, Lane, Gloucester. Full details of both events TBA.

12. A.O.B.

a). John Goodridge expressed his regret that there was no Old Cryptian representation at the Cenotaph Parade in November. A wreath in memory of those Old Cryptians who had been killed in either of the World wars had not been presented. John urged the committee to rally members of the Club to attend the parade in 2011.

b). Clive Thomas was advised by Damian Atkinson, the Club’s advisor on the Club’s archive, to place any old account books of the Club in the archive in Gloucester.

c). The secretary confirmed in answer to John Goodridge that the School holds an Annual Carol Service in St Mary de Crypt. Every effort will be made to notify members of the date and timings of the service in 2011.

13. Date of Next Meeting

Monday 9th May 2011. 7pm.  John and Joan Cooke Centre.
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