Minutes of the Meeting of the Old Cryptians’ Club

Held in the John and Joan Cooke Centre on Monday 13th September 2010

Present: Eric Stephens (President), The Headmaster, Matthew Cass, Derek Howell, Peter Hobbs, Michael Beard, Colin Belcher, Damian Atkinson, Robert Timms, John Mitchell, Ivor Smith, John Hughes and Howard Allen.

Apologies: John Goodridge, Paul James, Richard Browning and Clive Thomas.

1. Minutes of the Meeting on 10th May 2010

These were accepted and approved as a true record by those present and duly signed by the President.

2. Matters Arising

There were none.

3. President’s Items of Business

The President welcomed members of the committee and thanked those members who had travelled some distance to be present. He welcomed the vice-president, Ivor Smith, to his first committee meeting. 

   The President expressed on the occasion of his first committee meeting as chairman his confidence that the committee would continue to serve the best interests of the Club during his Presidential Year. He said how much he looked forward to working with members to that end.

4. The Headmaster’s Report

The Headmaster commented on the performance of the examinees in 2010.

A) GCSE. 99% pass rate A-C inc Maths and English. 45% of the results were in the grade of A*/A. In 2007 the figure was 33%. 23 students obtained 8 or more grades A*/A-this is 33% of the cohort.

His message to Ofsted will be of “outstanding performances” in years 11-16.

B) The message for Ofsted will be of “a good Sixth Form”. There was a wide span of ability in the Sixth Form. However, the Headmaster predicted that results in 2011 at Advanced Level would be good.

C) The Headmaster commented that an independent review revealed that parents had a most positive view of the School. There were currently on roll 818 pupils including the 240 students in the Sixth Forms. Since taking up his Headship of the School in 2007 numbers had increased from 742 in years 7-11 and from 173 in the Sixth Forms.

D) The Headmaster confirmed that a sub-committee within the School was investigating the benefits of applying for Academy status.  Some financial advantage would accrue to the School if granted the new status. 

E) The Headmaster assured the committee that both the cricket and rugby teams were well coached and that the cricket teams had won 4 county cups in recent times.

The President congratulated the Headmaster on the achievements of the students and their teachers. He asked that these good wishes be passed onto them. The Headmaster assured him that he would be pleased to do so.

5. Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer circulated a financial statement that covered the period from the 6th April to 13th August 2010.

Current Balances were: £3458.92 in the bank and £7,222.21 in the C+G Account.

Agreed: On the recommendation of John Hughes that the treasurer would consult with the School Bursar re - the possible payment of the annual parental funds into the Centennial Bursary Fund - a Charity – and through this procedure to explore the possible recoupment of tax to the possible advantage of both School and Club. The treasurer was asked to report back to committee in January 2011.

6. Centennial Bursary Report

In the absence of the Chairman, Clive Thomas, there was no report. 

The secretary reported on behalf of the Trustees. He indicated that in consultation of the Headmaster for the school year 2009/2010 current bursary holders would receive some additional funding. For the year 2010/2011 a new group of applicants would be interviewed by the Trustees-hopefully in the Spring Term of 2011.

Agreed: the Chairman, Clive Thomas, be asked to write to current donors and to those whose covenants had lapsed with a view to attracting additional funds into the Bursary Fund.

The committee will consider vacancies for the office of trustee in their meeting in January 2011. 

7. School Room at St Mary de Crypt

The secretary reported that Paul James had discussed with the vicar of the church the plans for the refurbishment of the School Room and the church. There were many positive indicators. The secretary had been invited to a presentation at St Mary de Crypt on the 24th September 2010 and will report back to committee in January 2011. 

   Peter Hobbs indicated that he had made funds available to assist the students at school with a historical project that will be researching the origins of the School.

8. ‘Cryptian’ 2011

Agreed: secretary to sound out overseas members of the acceptability to them of receiving their ‘Cryptian’ in PDF form. This would save the Club expensive postal costs. The scheme might be extended if proving popular with members.

9. Calendar 2010/2011.

11 November: Remembrance Service at School. 10.30am.

14 November: Cenotaph Parade – details to be circulated.

20 November: London Old Cryptians’ Dinner at ‘Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese’. Details to follow from London Group.

2011

7th January: Pembroke College-Oxford Dinner. Venue: Senior Common Room. Dinner £42.75 exc wines.

            26 March: AGM/Annual Dinner at the School.**

** The President invited comments on the presence of the wives/partners  who are not members of the OCC at the Annual Dinner. There was a wide-ranging discussion.

Agreed: to retain the status quo but to examine via members in future the admission to the Annual Dinner of persons who are not members or  Associate  Members of the Club. 

And on the recommendation of John Hughes ways should be explored of how best to welcome the ladies back at the School after their own dinner. The secretary will discuss with CSA an extension of the Bar hours to facilitate such a post- prandial social get-together. 

 There was discussion also of the need for recruitment of new members to the Club.   

Agreed: Derek Howell and Ivor Smith to confer and report back in January 2011 with their recommendations on strategies for recruitment.

           30 June: Founders’ Day. Please note the earlier date.

      10.  A.O.B.

        There were no items.

Date of Next Meeting
Monday 17th January 2011 at the School. 7p.m.
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