Minutes of the Meeting of the Old Cryptians’ Club

Held in the John and Joan Cooke Centre on Monday 10th May 2010

Present: John Goodridge (President), Eric Stephens, Matthew Cass, Derek Howell, Paul James, Peter Hobbs, John Hughes, Michael Beard, Clive Thomas, Colin Belcher and Howard Allen. Tony Pugh was present at the invitation of the President.

Apologies: The Headmaster, Damian Atkinson and Robert Timms.

1. Minutes of the Meeting on 25th January 2010

These were accepted and approved as a true record by those present and duly signed by the President.

2. Matters Arising

There were none.

3. President’s Items of Business

The President informed the committee of the retrospective exhibition of the work of the late Roger Phelps to be held in Walton–on–Thames from 30th June to 4th July 2010.

He welcomed Tony Pugh to the meeting and also John Mitchell on his return to the committee.

4. School Room at St Mary de Crypt

Tony Pugh, one of three Trustees, provided a comprehensive update of the pressing need for essential repairs and refurbishment of both the room and of the church. The costs of such work are estimated to be £750,000.

He spoke of the current round of negotiations with the Civic Trust of Gloucester and other interested bodies. 

Agreed: Paul James would investigate on behalf of the Club how best the OCC could assist in the implementation of any plans for the restoration of the buildings that form such an important part of the heritage of the School and Club. Paul would report back soonest to the President and the secretary prior to further action by the committee.

Agreed Paul would draft a letter to be sent under the President’s signature to the Civic Trust of Gloucester with the indication of the strong interest and support of the Club to any plans to refurbish the buildings of St Mary de Crypt.

5. The Headmaster’s Report

The Headmaster had sent his apologies for the meeting and copies of his full written report were received and distributed. This report will be attached to the filed copy of the minutes in due course.

6. Treasurer’s Report

Current balances were: £5759.58 in the bank and £7222.21 in the C+G Account.

The treasurer reported that the cost of the Annual Dinner was £1200.
Agreed: to write off from the annual budget statement the assets of the book, The Lost Generations. Copies are still available from the secretary and any income from sales will continue to be paid into the Club’s fund.

Agreed: a payment to the CSA in recognition of their work in running the bar at the Annual Dinners will be paid in 2011. The scale of the donation to be decided when the budget for the Dinner is drawn up in January 2011.

Agreed: a gift of £50 to be paid to Paul Peacey, the caretaker, on his retirement in the autumn. A card and letter of appreciation for his services to the Club on the occasions of meetings and the Annual Dinner will accompany the donation.

7. Bursary Report

Gold Account £38088. The Chairman, Clive Thomas, stated that he was seeking to move the invested income to an Affirmative Deposit Fund that pays a better interest rate to Charities. He stated his intention of writing to all current donors with an invitation to them to renew as appropriate their annual or monthly donations to the fund.

The secretary confirmed that gift aid form will be inserted with The Cryptian 2011.

There was discussion of the recommendation of John Hughes to run the Annual Dinner in 2011 as a fund-raiser for the Bursary Fund.

Agreed: the Annual Dinner 2011 would be deemed to be in aid of the Bursary Fund. An appropriate explanation and Gift Aid form would accompany the invitations to the Dinner.

8. The Cryptian 2011

The secretary/co-editor confirmed that the Old Cryptian section, comprising 30 articles, had been submitted to the editor, Sue Wales. The magazine will be published in early July and will be made available to members where possible at the Founders’ Day Supper.

9. Founders’ Day

Eric Stephens confirmed that the golf competition would be held at Rodway GC, Highnam, with an attractive package for competitors on the day of £25.
The secretary confirmed that Richard Browning would join him at a meeting with the caterer later in the month and that all members will be informed of the details of the Supper in mid June. There would be a charge of £50 for the hire of the Masonic Hall for the Supper.

10. Calendar 2010/2011

Agreed: the Annual Dinner in 2011 will be on Saturday 26th March. This will enable the Club to avoid any clashes with the Six Nations rugby matches.

11. A.O.B.

There was discussion of a notion of Peter Hobbs of a two-year period for the office of President. It seemed that there was a strong case to be made on either side of the argument. Agreed: Peter would write a piece for The Cryptian inviting any comment.

Derek Howell, Membership Secretary, outlined the current situation re membership and appealed for assistance from the committee in locating and rousing those members who have been reluctant to respond to his several entreaties to pay the appropriate membership fee of £20 for 2010. He confirmed that current membership was 203. Derek also informed the committee that he had written to all the leavers in 2010 inviting them to take out membership. To date he had received no new applications. There was some discussion of the possible use of electronic mail e.g. Facebook, to raise the profile of the Club. 

12. Date of Next Meeting

Monday13th September 2010. Venue: Crypt School. 7p.m.
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