Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Old Cryptians’ Club

At the OCRFC on Monday 14 January 2008

Present: Peter Hobbs (President), Jonathan Standen (Headmaster), Reg Hunt, Damian Atkinson, Paul James, Dennis Mundy, Clive Thomas and Howard Allen (Minutes Secretary).

Apologies were received from Graham Russell.

1. Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 7 November 2007.

These were accepted and approved as a true record by those present and duly signed by the President.

2. President’s Items of Business.
The President spoke of the impressive quality of the Annual Remembrance Parade, the Service in the School Hall, the 60th Anniversary Dinner of the London Old Cryptians and of the Pembroke Dinner.

3. Report from the Headmaster.
The headmaster reported that there were 39 girls in the Sixth Forms and that some 50per cent of the teaching staff were female.

He commented upon the outstanding examination results of the students in both ‘A’ Levels and GCSE in 2007 and of the fine performances of students at Key stage 4. The mood in the School was buoyant and the headmaster confirmed that the School was in good heart for the impending Ofsted inspection. There was good evidence that student performance was better than predictions.

The headmaster confirmed that the new building programme was moving ahead well in the planning stages but that the proposed 5 a-side football scheme was still in negotiation.

The headmaster expressed his pleasure at the high quality of the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols in St Mary de Crypt in December.

In conclusion the headmaster expressed his resolve to implement a new school Improvement Plan and to build on the positive developments in the school of recent times. 

4. Report from the Treasurer.

The Treasurer presented an Income and Expenditure Account and a Balance Sheet for the year ended 31st December 2007.

Agreed: a). a reserve of £10,000 – to cover expenses of anticipated expenditure over the next 3 years – be held in investments. b). the recommendation to the AGM must be that the annual subscription be raised from £15 to £20 for 2009. The treasurer reminded members that the last increase had been 7 years ago and that costs incurred had risen considerably in that period

The President advised that the Bursary Committee re-examine their modus operandi and seek ways of increasing donations to the fund which stands now at £25,691. The president expressed the view that the Bursary Fund was the most tangible indication of the Club’s annual support to pupils at the School.

Clive Thomas agreed to make an appointment to discuss with the Headmaster the viability of setting up a website with the purpose of attracting younger Old Cryptians to take up membership.

5. ‘The Cryptian’.

The headmaster indicated his plan to publish The Cryptian in mid July 2008 to coincide with Founders’ Day. Copies would be on sale in the cathedral for parents and Old Cryptians.

Agreed: £1500 would be made available to the headmaster to supplement the costs of the production. Howard Allen with help from Jill Harvey and Gordon Hill would edit the Old Cryptian section of the magazine.

6. Life Memberships.

Agreed: the committee wished to recommend to the AGM in March that  Honorary Life Membership of the Old Cryptians’ Club be extended to Bill Bray, John Rigby, Graham Russell, John Goodridge, Gordon Hill, Douglas Perks and Derek Howell.

7. Calendar.

The Annual Dinner and AGM will be on Saturday 15 March 2008. The Chief Guest will be David Lane (1957-1965). The Ladies Dinner will take place at the Richmond Centre in Painswick on the same evening.                                        

The service for Palm Sunday will be held in Gloucester Cathedral on the morning of the 16th March. There will no Morning Service in St Mary de Crypt. The annual rugby match between the OCRFC and the School XV will be on the evening of Friday 14th March. Kick Off  7 p.m.

Agreed: information on the Reunion Weekend, the Bursary Fund and the proposed changes to the constitution will be distributed in early February to all members. 

8. Proposals for Constitutional Change. 

The President outlined the rationale of the proposed changes. There was the need to amend the Constitution of 1901 to ensure that it reflected contemporary practise and obviated the risk of any interference from outside agencies. In addition the Club with a membership now below 200 needed to broaden the opportunities for membership and to seek out persons who may be willing to assist in the management of the Club. He stressed also the need for the Club to operate in a democratic manner via a full quotient of elected officers.

Agreed: to submit to the AGM the recommendations re changes to the membership of the Club, the composition of the committee and the other more routine rectifications as drafted by the President and Ian Williamson.

The President would circulate a final draft version to members of committee prior to their circulation to all members in February. Further comments were invited from the members of the committee.

9. Election of Officers.
Agreed: these recommendations be presented to the AGM;

President 2008/2009:          Paul James.

Vice-President 2008/2009: John Goodridge.

10. A.O.B.

Dennis Mundy, an Honorary Life Member, now in his 81st year and a tremendous servant of the Club, announced his retirement from the committee. There were heartfelt expressions of thanks to Dennis from the President and members of the committee for all his contributions to the success and to the mood of goodwill that have ensued from his presence in committee.

11. Date of Next Meeting.

Monday 12 May 2008.  O.C.R.F.C.   7 p.m.
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